December 12, 2007

Because congressional leaders refuse
to negotiate with the President to fund
our troops in the field, the Department
of Defense has been forced to cut
spending in other areas in order to pay
the bills for continued operations in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Even as our
troops have made major security gains
in Iraq, the Democrat majority wishes
to pull the plug by cutting the funding
to support their mission.

I believe we’re sending exactly the
wrong message to the men and women
who serve in our Armed Forces: not
funding our troops. Each day that goes
by without such a bill is a failure of
the leadership of this dysfunctional
Congress.

———
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DEMOCRATIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, when
the Democratic Congress was elected
last November, we pledged to enact
measures to protect and support our
military troops and veterans. Since
taking office, we have honored that
promise by passing important legisla-
tion.

This year, the House has passed the
largest increase for veterans health
care in the history of the Veterans Ad-
ministration, has made major improve-
ments in equipment and training, in-
cluding protecting the mine resistant
ambush protected vehicles that reduce
the strain on our servicemen and
women and protect them in Iraq and
Afghanistan.

Today, we continue that commit-
ment by passing the Defense authoriza-
tion conference report, which includes
a much-needed 3.5 percent pay increase
for our troops, improves military
health care, and requires a report on
the current state of readiness for our
forces, which are stretched very thin.

Madam Speaker, this Congress has a
proud record this year of supporting
our troops and veterans. I hope all of
our colleagues will join in continuing
these efforts by supporting the Depart-
ment of Defense authorization con-
ference report.

On Veterans Day and Memorial Day,
we honor those who have served and
given their lives. This vote today hon-
ors those who serve us every day. I
urge the President to sign this legisla-
tion once it has passed the Congress.

———

AMERICAN FAMILIES NEED REAL
LEADERSHIP FROM CONGRESS,
NOT MORE POLITICS

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. BOUSTANY. This week, the
Democratic leadership will unveil a
half-trillion-dollar spending bill be-
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cause they are unable to complete
their constitutional responsibility.
This half-trillion-dollar spending bill
follows a failed energy bill that did
nothing to increase our domestic sup-
ply of energy and failure to come up
with a new farm bill.

Families across America are paying
higher energy costs, they’re bearing
the burden of higher costs of living,
and they are paying more for their
health care. We in Congress have a re-
sponsibility to them. Furthermore, the
Treasury Department waits now to see
if Democrats will tax millions of Amer-
icans with the AMT, with their so-
called AMT fix.

The American people want results,
not politics. Let’s finish the farm bill
to provide some stability to our food
producers and an energy bill to address
the uncertainty and fluctuating prices.

Finally, let’s be diligent with Ameri-
cans’ hard-earned money with respon-
sible spending. Let’s put politics aside,
let’s get our work done, and let’s give
American families the results which
they can be proud of.

———
U.S. MINT COMMEMORATIVE COINS

(Mr. SNYDER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SNYDER. Madam Speaker, proc-
lamations and commemorations are a
wonderful part of the job that we are
honored to have. Elevation of certain
historic events so that they are re-
membered and respected, particularly
by our young people, is so important.

No one in Arkansas is unaware of the
significance of the desegregation of
Little Rock Central High School in
1957. No one in America should be un-
aware of the courage of the Little Rock
Nine. That courage is celebrated in one
of the two commemorative coins that
are part of the U.S. Mint collection
this year.

Now, I come here this morning to let
you know if you don’t have your order
in by December 14, which is the end of
this week, you won’t be able to order
the coins from usmint.gov, or call 1-
800-USA MINT. For you folks on the
Hill, the Mint is having their annual
Holiday Hill coin sale in Rayburn 2220,
where you can buy this coin, and also
the wonderful coin sponsored by the
late Representative Jo Ann Davis hon-
oring the 400th anniversary of James-
town. Usmint.gov, and you, too, can
send these as great holiday gifts.

CONGRESS, LET’S GET TO WORK

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker,
growing up, my mother taught me that
two wrongs don’t make a right. For
months, Congress has failed to meet its
budget deadlines, and now House lead-
ership is trying to make up for the in-
efficiency with a massive pork-filled
spending bill to fund our Federal Gov-
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ernment. This is inside-the-beltway po-
litical gamesmanship.

Americans want change, and I came
to Washington to fight the status quo.
House leadership is essentially black-
mailing the American people by saying
it will only support our troops and vet-
erans if its budget-busting, deficit-
spending initiatives are funded. With
high gas prices, rising health care costs
and economic insecurity, the last thing
Michigan families need is more out-of-
control government spending. People
back home in Michigan know higher
spending equals higher taxes, which is
the last thing our hardworking fami-
lies need.

Let’s get to work, give our troops
fighting the war on terror the re-
sources they need, support our vet-
erans, and show true fiscal restraint
with taxpayer dollars by Kkeeping
spending in check.

——————

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND
SECURITY ACT

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, last
week, congressional Republicans re-
fused to join us in supporting energy
legislation that will provide real relief
to the American consumers. Instead,
Republicans once again showed that
they have no problems doing the bid-
ding of both Big 0Oil and the utility
companies.

For too long, Washington has
dragged its feet, denying that there
was actually an energy problem. This
new Democratic Congress is taking our
Nation in a new direction. Our energy
security plan is about producing more
clean and renewable sources of energy
right here in the United States. Over
the next 10 years, this bill will create
10 million new green jobs by investing
in renewable energy, with tax incen-
tives for solar, wind, biomass, and geo-
thermal technology. This investment
will not only be good for our economy,
but it will also help reduce our depend-
ence on foreign oil and will allow us to
finally address global warming.

Madam Speaker, this House has
acted. Now it’s time for the Senate and
the White House to acknowledge our
energy problems and join us in sup-
porting this important legislation.

——

EARMARKS

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLAKE. Madam Speaker, at
some point this week, Congress is
going to consider a massive omnibus
spending bill that rolls the 11 remain-
ing appropriation bills into one enor-
mous bill.

I wish I could take the floor today
and talk about what’s in the floor bill,
but I can’t, because I have no idea. I'm
far from alone. Save for a few Members
of leadership, all of us are in the dark
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